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AN ACT concerni ng nonunents and menori al s.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The |Illinois Muinicipal Code is anended by
changi ng Sections 11-116-1, 11-116-2, and 11-116-3 and by
addi ng Sections 11-116-0.01, 11-116-1.1, 11-116-5, and
11-116-6 as foll ows:

(65 ILCS 5/11-116-0. 01 new)
Sec. 11-116-0.01. Short title. This Division may be cited

as the Veterans' Menorial Buildings, Mnunents, and Menorials

(65 ILCS 5/11-116-1) (from Ch. 24, par. 11-116-1)

Sec. 11-116-1. Erection; tax |levy. Subject to the

provisions of this Division 116, a nunicipality with a

popul ation of less than 100,000 nay erect or _acquire, equip,

mai ntain, and operate buildings, nonunents, or nenorials, in

honor of its soldiers, and sailors, and veterans of mlitary

services or in honor of any one or nore eof--itts notable or

di stingui shed persons. The buildings may include facilities

for civic and public purposes as defined in Secti on

11-116-1.1 of this Code.

To defray the cost to the nmunicipality of acquiring | and

and of constructing and nmaintaining such a nonunent or

menorial the municipality may levy a direct tax of not nore
than .01% of the value, as equalized or assessed by the
Department of Revenue, of all taxable property within the

corporate limts of the nmunicipality. To defray the cost to

the nunicipality of nmmintai ning and operating buil dings for

the purposes of this Division the nunicipality may levy a

direct tax of not nore than 0.25% This tax shall be in
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addition to the taxes now or hereafter authorized by law to
be levied and collected by the municipality and shall be in
addition to the anmount authorized to be levied for general
pur poses as provided by Section 8-3-1.

The foregoing limtation upon tax rate nmay be increased
or decreased according to the referendum provisions of the
CGeneral Revenue Law of Illinois.

(Source: P.A 81-1509.)

(65 I'LCS 5/11-116-1.1 new)
Sec. 11-116-1.1. Definition. In this Article, "civic and

public purposes” include, but are not limted to, the

governnental functions of any unit of |ocal governnent, any

school district, any community colleqge district, any public

building conmmission, the State of Illinois, any State agency,

any agency of the federal governnent, and any not-for profit

community organizations, including, but not Jlimted to,
theaters; nuseuns; historical, geneal ogi cal an ot her
libraries; service clubs; youth activity centers; Boy
Scouting and Grl Scout i ng; adul t and yout h farm

organi zations and extension services; chanbers of commerce;

organi zations that pronpte econom ¢ devel opnent and tourism

vol unt ary heal th organi zati ons; and organizations for

cultural and entertai nnent pursuits. A nunicipality nust

provide facilities for wuse by veterans' organizations and

posts and their auxiliaries. The veterans' facilities nust

be rent-free.

(65 ILCS 5/11-116-2) (from Ch. 24, par. 11-116-2)

Sec. 11-116-2. Referendum \Wen the petition specified

inthis Division 116 is filed with the municipal clerk of a
muni ci pality specified in this Division 116, the question of

erecting or_acquiring a building, nonunent, or nenorial shal

be certified by the clerk and submtted to the electors of
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the nmunicipality. The question shall be in substantially the

followng form

Shall a (building, npbnunent, or

be erected or acquired in honor YES
of ....... (itnsert for whomto be
erected) by .......... (insert  —-eemeemee e

name of the municipality) at a cost

to the nunicipality paid from noneys NO

aut hori zed by this referendum

not to exceed $....7?

If a majority of those voting on the question vote yes,
the corporate authorities shall have the building, nonunent,
or nenorial erected and, if necessary, shall levy and
collect, in the sanme manner as other general taxes are |evied
and collected, a tax sufficient to raise the anmount specified

in the petition.

(Source: P.A 81-1489.)

(65 ILCS 5/11-116-3) (from Ch. 24, par. 11-116-3)

Sec. 11-116-3. Petition. The petition referred to in

Section 11-116-2 11-116-3 shall be signed by not |ess than

100 electors of the nunicipality in which the specified
gquestion is to be voted upon. The petition shall state the
specific purpose for which the proposed building, nonunent,

or nenorial is to be erected or acquired, whether in honor of

the soldiers, and sailors, and veterans of mlitary service

of -t he-unt et paltty or in honor of any one or nore of--its
notable and distinguished persons, and shall specify the

anmount of the nunicipality's noney to be expended for the

acquisition or erection of the proposed building, nmonunent,

or menorial. The cost to the nunicipality of the building,
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monunent, or nenorial, however, shall not exceed the anount
aut hori zed by referendum

(Source: P.A 76-1234.)

(65 I'LCS 5/11-116-5 new)

Sec. 11-116-5. Acquisition and | ease of | and or

bui | di ngs. Upon approval of the question of erecting or

acquiring a building, nonunent, or nenorial, the municipality

may acquire, singly or jointly with another unit of |ocal

governnent or not-for-profit comunity organization, by gift,

pur chase, or otherwi se (except by condemmation) | and,

bui l dings, or both, or any interest in |land or buildings, and

may i nprove or arrange for the inprovenent of the land or

If any municipality owns or possesses |and or buil di ngs

for the purposes of this Division, the nunicipality may | ease

the land or buildings to a governnental, not-for-profit, or

proprietary entity for a period not to exceed 99 vyears;

provided that the net revenue is applied to the costs of

constructing, equi ppi ng, mai nt ai ni ng, or operating the

building, nonunent, or nenorial. Properties |eased to

proprietary entities are subject to taxation.

For the purposes of this Division, the nunicipality has

the power to seek and receive (i) loans, grants, rental or

| ease revenues, or other noneys fromthe federal governnent,

the State, or a unit of local governnent and (ii) grants from

phi |l ant hropi ¢ and corporate foundations or other entities and

voluntary contributions and subscriptions from individuals

and organi zati ons.

(65 I'LCS 5/11-116-6 new)

Sec. 11-116-6. Applicable laws:; exercise of nunicipal

(a) The Intergovernnental Cooperation Act and other | aws
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concerni ng i nt ergover nnent al agreenents apply to this

(b) Nothing in the this Dvision limts the exercise of

any nuni ci pal power existing before the effective date of

this anendatory Act of the 92nd General Assenbly or any power

granted to a municipality on or after the effective date of

this anendatory Act of the 92nd General Assenbly.

Section 10. The Property Tax Code is anended by changi ng

Section 15-60 as foll ows:

(35 ILCS 200/ 15-60)

Sec. 15-60. Taxing district property. Al property
bel onging to any county or nunicipality used exclusively for
t he mai ntenance of the poor is exenpt, as is all property
owned by a taxing district that is being held for future
expansi on or devel opnent, except if (i) |eased by the taxing
district to |l essees for use for other than public purposes or

(ii) leased by a municipality to a proprietary entity under

Section 11-116-5 of the Illinois Minicipal Code.

Al so exenpt are:

(a) all swanp or overflowed Ilands belonging to any
county;

(b) all public buildings belonging to any county,
townshi p, or nmunicipality, wth the ground on which the
bui | di ngs are erected;

(c) all property owned by any nunicipality |ocated
within its incorporated limts. Any such property |eased by
a nmunicipality shall remain exenpt, and the | easehol d
interest of the | essee shall be assessed under Section 9-195
of this Act, (i) for a lease entered into on or after January
1, 1994, wunless the |lease expressly provides that this
exenption shall not apply; (ii) for a |l ease entered into on

or after the effective date of Public Act 87-1280 and before
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January 1, 1994, wunless the |ease expressly provides that
this exenption shall not apply or unless evidence other than
the lease itself substantiates the intent of the parties to
the | ease that this exenption shall not apply; and (iii) for
a |ease entered into before the effective date of Public Act
87-1280, if the terns of the | ease do not bind the lessee to
pay the taxes on the |eased property or if, notw thstanding
the terms of the lease, the nunicipality has filed or
hereafter files a tinely exenption petition or conplaint with
respect to property consisting of or including the |eased
property for an assessnment year which includes part or all of
the first 12 nonths of +the |ease period. The foregoing
clause (iii) added by Public Act 87-1280 shall not operate to
exenpt property for any assessnment year as to which no tinely
exenption petition or conplaint has been filed by the
muni cipality or as to which an admnistrative or court
deci si on denyi ng exenption has becone final and
nonappeal able. For each assessnent year or portion thereof
that property is nade exenpt by operation of the foregoing
clause (iii), whether such year or portion is before or after
the effective date of Public Act 87-1280, the |easehold
interest of the | essee shall, if necessary, be considered
omtted property for purposes of this Act;

(d) all property owned by any municipality |ocated
outside its incorporated limts but wwthin the sanme county
when used as a tuberculosis sanitarium farm colony in
connection wth a house of correction, or nursery, garden, or
farm or for the growing of shrubs, trees, flowers,
veget abl es, and plants for use in beautifying, nmaintaining,
and operating playgrounds, parks, parkways, public grounds,
buildings, and institutions owned or controlled by the
muni ci pality; and

(e) all property owned by a township and operated as

senior citizen housing under Sections 35-50 through 35-50.6
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of the Townshi p Code.

Al property owned by any nunicipality outside of its
corporate limts is exenpt if used exclusively for nunicipa
or public purposes.

For purposes of this Section, "nunicipality" nmeans a
muni cipality, as defined in Section 1-1-2 of the Illinois
Muni ci pal Code.

(Source: P.A 89-165, eff. 1-1-96; 90-176, eff. 1-1-98.)

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon

becom ng | aw.
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